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Welcome to Naval Aviation History 


Welcome to the Naval Aviation History Office and its publication Dictionary of American 
Naval Aviation Squadrons Volume 1 The History of VA, УАН, VAR, VAL, VAP and УҒА Squadrons. 
Information on the development of this book may be found in its Foreword, Preface and 
Acknowledgments sections. This series will continue to cover all the squadron communities and 
designations in Naval Aviation, 

To fully understand the purpose of this book, the reader should know the background of the 
Naval Aviation History Office and its mission, The office was established in January 1942 with 
the missions of documenting Naval Aviation’s involvement in World War П; collecting records 
writing the history of Naval Aviation; and providing advice and research assistance on Naval 
Aviation to the Bureau of Aeronautics and Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Air). These func- 
tions have changed very little since the office's inception. Today's primary functions include 
writing and publishing articles, monographs and books on Naval Aviation; collecting, process- 
ing, indexing, preserving and maintaining official documents relevant to the history of Naval 
Aviation; and providing advice and research assistance on Naval Aviation history to the 
Director, Air Warfare, an office of the Chief of Naval Operations; the Director, Naval Historical 
Center; active duty Naval Aviation Commands; and other individuals or organizations that have 
an interest in Naval Aviation. 

The Naval Aviation History Office became a branch of the Naval Historical Center in 1986. It 
deals primarily with the operational aspects of Naval Aviation, and the bulk of its records cover 
those activities. Technical developments are handled by the Naval Air Systems Command. The 
majority of the records currently in the office cover the operational activities of Naval Aviation 
Commands from 1957 to present. These comprise annual history reports submitted by all the 
aviation commands, and aviation records from the Chief of Naval Operations, The office has a 
limited amount of data and records dealing with the early period of Naval Aviation from its 

ception in 1911 to 1957. Records prior to 1953 are held by the Naval Historical Center's 


Operational Archives Branch or the National Archives, 
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‘There are several specific aviation record collections maintained by the office that are impor- 
tant reference works pertinent to the study of Naval Aviation, These reference collections include: 

Naval Aviation Insignia, World War П to present. 

Aircraft History Cards, a record of assignment by bureau number, for every aircraft in the 
Navy's inventory up to 1987. This collection is on microfilm. 

Aircraft Accident Summaries, а summary report on naval aircraft accidents, filed by aircraft 
type and date of accident. This collection is on microfilm and covers the period 1920 to June 1955. 

val Aviation News magazine and its forerunners, 1917 to present. 
Naval Aeronautical Organization publication, Fiscal Year 1923 to present. 

Monthly Report, Status of Naval Aircraft publication, 1926 to 1954. 

Allowances and Location of Navy Aircraft publication, 1949 to 1988. 

Naval Aviation Summary publication, 1949 to present, 

The office has been active in writing the history of Naval Aviation. Its first major writing 
project was part of the United States Naval Administrative Histories of World War П. In that col 
lection, the history of the Office of Deputy Chief of Naval Operations (Air) covers 20 volumes 
dealing with Naval Aviation from 1911 through World War IL. Besides the Administrative 
Histories series, the office has published, and updated every decade, a major reference work on 
the history of Naval Aviation entitled United States Naval Aviation 1910-1980. W is a chronology 
of significant events in Naval Aviation with an extensive appendices covering a wide range of 
special projects and data. This book is being updated and is scheduled to be published as United 
States Naval Aviation 1910-1995. Other works published by the office are as follows: 

Naval Aviation in World War 1, а monograph. 

US. Naval Aviation in the Pacific, a monograph. 

Kite Balloons to Airships... the Nary's Ligbter-ban-Air Experience, a monograph. 

The annual “Naval Aviation in Review” article published in Naval Aviation News magazine. 

The Naval Aviation History Office is open to the public. Researchers are welcome to visit the 
office Monday through Wednesday and Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The office is closed 
on Thursdays and all Federal Holidays. И is located in Building 157 on the historic Washington 


Navy Yard in Washington, D.C. 
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